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TO THE FRIENDS OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 








As this number commences another year of our Journal, we cannot 
forbear to urge once more its claims upon the friends of the Church in 
South-Carolina. 

The usefulness of such a periodical must be obvious to every one 
upon a little reflection. In this age when knowledge and information 
are so generally diffused, aud when enterprize is prosecuted with a 
steadiness hitherto unequalled, for Christians to be ignorant of the gene- 
ral movements of the Church, and especial!y of that in their own dio- 
cese, would be adisgrace. To those in this State we would say, in 
order to obviate such a reproach, consult the pages of the Messenger ; 
for it furnishes a general review of the diocese, and an abstract of all 
important matters connected with the Church at large. Such informa- 
tion, when indicating the triumph of tru h, is not only refreshing to the 
Christian mind, but also nerves it for greater efforts in the cause of God ; 
if melancholy, it calls for an abasement of self, and prayer to the Holy 
Ghost; if worthy of imitation, it provokes to good works. 

And besides: such a periodical serves as a bond of union to bind to- 
gether into one, the different parts of our diecese. Acquaintance is 
necessary for affectionate intercourse ; but that cannot exist unless there 
is some medium of communication, This purpose is answered by a 
periodical journal. As the New-York Review will serve as a medium 
of intercourse between the different dioceses of the American Church; 
eo the Gospel Messenger may answer the same purpose between the 
different parishes of South-Carolina. It surely, therefore, merits the 
support of all who are members of our communion in this State, 

Such a journal is also demanded in order to convey various instruc- 
tions iu regard to our peculiar views, which might otherwise remain un- 
known to our prejudice. Many points of doctrine, diseipline, and wor- 
ship are still unknown to the older members of the Episeopal Church ; 
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and if they were not, the young who are growing up within her sacr., 
pale, ought certaiuly to be instructed in the same. When necessary ty 
publish any thing of this kind, had we no Christian journal in our dip. 
cese, it would be necessary for us to have recourse to the columns of 
print of another denomination, or else to send our communications to a 
distant city. In the first case, admission might be denied us, as has bee, 
often elsewhere done, and then justice would be defrauded of her rights: 
in the latter case, our communications would be unread by the large 
mass of our friends, and thus the very end for which they Were writtey 
be frustraicd. It is on this principle that every denomination iu our 
city has its own paper. And it would certainly evince very little of 
hearty affection for our distine ive principles, should the members of the 
Ciureh here, (whose numbers and means are so ample,) have not 
enough of liberality, or not enough of zeal, to support their own peii- 

odical. 

But it is objected that this journal is not as ably conducted as some 
ethers. This is freely conceded. It does not pretend to cape in ability 
or learning with the British Critic, with Blackwood, or even with many of 
the weekly publications, imour own country. Nor is it possible, under 
existing circumstances, that it should do so. In orderto give it in soine 
measure, such a character, a// the abilities and time of one man ought 
to be devoted to its editorship. And tm order to that a sure and adequate 
salary would have to be provided. Butas that at present cannot be 
dune, we must acquiesce in a periodical, not so able errich in matter. 

Instead, therefore, of complaining that our periodical does not evince 
all the patient labor and ability of some others in the country, its friends 
are gratified that it is such as it is. And an easy remedy for the deficiency 
complained of is at hand. Let every one, whether clergyman or lay- 
man, strive to do something, to raise its literary and religious character 
and thus cause it to command respect and patronage. There is surely 
talent enough among charchmen in this diveese to maintain ably a jour: 
nalof this kind. All that is wauting is foreach one to bring forth their 
talents. Let them not complain then, that this journal is not what it 
ought to be, when they are themselves in part to blame for the deficien- 
cy. But forgetting all little differences, which are but hindrances to 
the progress of the church of Christ, let all come forward with affec. 
tionatecandor and zeal, to make this periodical rich in valuable matter, 
and redolent of the spirit of Christianity. We earnestly request our 
present subscribers to continue their patronage, and to use their efforis 
tu promote its circulation. After the expenses of publication are de- 
frayed, the avails of the subscription will be appropriated to the cause 
of missions. 
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Wit’) these statements, we earnestly commend our journal] in the faith 
ofGod, to the patronage and the prayers of the friends of the Protes- 
taut Episcopal Chureh. 

Tue Epirors, 


March, 1838. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MFSSENGER. 


BISHOP BOWEN’S ADDRESS, 
To the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South-Carolina; «aclivered in 


St. Michael's Church, Charleston, on the 14th February, 1832. 


BreTHrRes OF THE CLERGY AND oF THE Lairy, 


I willdetain you but a little while from the regular business for which 
you have come together, with the statement required from me, of the du- 
ties and transaetions of the short period between the last Conventign 
held in Mavy and the present. 

On the adjournment of the Convention, [ proceeded to fulfil an en- 
gagemeut which 1 bad made, to visit the Churches of Augusta and 
Savannah, and having administered Confirmation in them, proceeded to 
St. Luke’s Parish} where, at the Chapel of the Holy Trinity, in Grabam- 
ville, the Rev. Mr. Dupont was adm tted to Priests’ Orders, with the 
assistance of the Rey. Mr Elliott of Prince William's, and the Rev. Mr. 
Webb of St. Luke’s. Mr. Dupont had been elected Rector of the 
Church in Grahamville, which forms a distinct pastoral charge within 
St. Luke’s Parish; instituted with the perfect consent and satisfaction 
of t'e Parish, Several years since. He is now the faithful and valued 
Reetor of that’Charch. 

St. Bartholomew's Purish was visited on my way to the City, and 
Confirmation administered at Walierbero’. Prince William's Parish 
was Visited in October, and the Chapel at Walterboro’, again, for the 
sake af persons sp-cially desiring to be confirmed, and who were una- 
voidably absent at the time of my visit to that village in May. 

Subsequently, in November, Confirmation was administered im St. 
Paul’s Church, Radcliff-borough, for the Churches of the City; and in 
December, Christ Church Parish was visited, with a view to the admivis- 

P tration there of the same rite by particular desire. No plan or course 
of official duty, being by a compliance with that desire, subjected to 
any interruption, it was readily and cheerfully given. Guiace Church, 
Moultrieville, was visited in August. An appointment, twice made, to 
visit St. James’ Church, James Island, was as often frustrated, by great 
inclemency of weather. 

The whole number of persons confirmed since the Convention in 
May, those of the congregations of Augusta and Savannah included, is 
139 It has been necessary to deny myself the satisfaction | could have 
found, in extending my attention tu other Churches in Georgia, than the 
two which [have mentioned. These are accessible to me without any 
great addition to the time which is occupied in visiting the Churelies of 
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cur own diocese. Others are so remote, that the time and labor neee«. 
sary te any personal attention to be extended to them, a'e more tha: 
can be given, consistently with my more immediate duties, and m, 
strength. IL have accordingly declined all Episcopal duty in Georgi; 
except such as mayy if specially desired, be Oecasionally done at Savay. 
nah and Augusta. That Diocese will be able, we may hope when , 
year or two more shall have elapsed, to provide itself with Episcops| 
ministrations of its own, by satisfactory arrangements of its Convention. 
and in the mean time, the Bishop vf Tennessee, will, it ts hoped, find \: 
practicable to visit those of its churches which are most remote from ys 
and perform at them the necessary ofhces ofthe Episcopate. A concur. 
rent request of myself and some of the clergy interested, was conveyed 
to him to that effect, on his recently coming into Alabama, to hold a 
convention of its Churches 

Having requested the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, the Rev. Mr. Trapier, and 
the Rev. Mr. Baruwell, to prepare a Catechism, such as the Conver. 
tion had expressed a desire to have provided for the use of Ministers, 
Lay-catechists and others, in the religious lustruction of the slave popu- 
lation of our parishes, such a work has been executed by them ina 
manner, which will, | hope, be found well adapted to the purpose; and 
having been published early in the summer, was placed at the Deposi. 
tory of the Soeiety for the Advancemeut of Christianity, for sale and 
distribution. ‘The Clergy and others, interested in the religious instruc. 
tion of the colored people, will not fail, it is hoped, to furnish themselves 
with this manual. 

I have nothing to report to you, that should, in any degree, discourage 
our hope of a better and betier result from the instruction, in aid of 
which, the catechism to which | have adverted, has been required. 
The Clergy who have given themselves to this work, bave found eo- 
couragement ina degree of success, warranting the reasonable hope of 
more, Much importance, may with reason, atiach to the instruction of 
these’ people according to the sober and practical character of the wor 
ship aud doctrine of our Church. Mr. Screyen’s ministry as a mission- 
ary onthe Waterce, is chiefly occupied among the slave population, and 
another instance of this self-denying zeal, has been added to his, in the 
acceptance by the Rev. Mr. Webb, of an appointment to serve iv a 
similar manner in Prince William’s Parish. It seems to me for obvious 
reasons important, that as iS ite of the ministry of any who take up 
this service, these people should only be assembled on the plantations, or 
within the limits of the estates of the proprietors respectively, in suita- 
ble places provided for this purpose ; and that in no instance should the 
wish be entertained by the Missionary, or indulged by the Proprietors, 
to have places of worshi;, peculiar to them, erected in the Parishes, for 
general congregations gathered from several plantations. Permission 
might, however, properly be asked and given, to assemble ou one plan- 
tation, Where a house might be provided, the colored inhabitants, if 
not too numerous, of one or two neighboring ones, in order to bring the 
number of places of appointment for divine service, within a compass 
not too great forany reasonable estimate of the tine or strength of the 


minister employed, Catechists, being white persons, should, if possible, 








ind 
en- 
Ts 
Du 
na 
ind 
WS}. 
ind 
uc. 
ves 


1838.} Bishop “Bowen's Address." 5 


he obtgined to help the ministers engaged in this species of labor. I 
will ot Wabing more on the subject, but my earnest réquest, that our 
clergy will in every instance, observe respecting it, ascrupulously pru- 
dent ‘course, and “give no offence in any thing, that the ministry be 
not blamed.” . 

The Rev. Mr. Trapier has resigned the charge of the Church on 
James’ Island, that he may give his undivided attention to the duties of 
his mission among the poor in this City; and the Rey. Mr. Wallace has 
become the Reetor of that Church. 

The Rev. C. C. Pinckney has given notice of his intention to resign 
the charge of St. James’ Santee, in the spring, that he may devote his 
whole time to the Church at Greenville, between which, and St. James’, 
his services have been hitherto divided. 

The resignation by Mr. Webb of the Rectorship of St. Luke’s Parish, 
iy order to his entering on the service mentioned in Prince William’s, is 
the ouly other instance of change, which has taken place within the year, 
inthe general condition of our ministry in the diocese; except “the re- 
nunciation of the ministry,” agreeably to the 38th Canon, by the Rev. W, 
Elliott, Deacon, who was the Assistant Minister of St. taul’s, Radeliffe- 
borough, and his displacement accordingly, from all relation to the 
Church as one of its Ministers. It is proper for me to mention, that * no 
causes affecting his moral standing,” led to the * declaration made,” by 
Mr. Elliott, of “his determination not to officiate any more as a minister 
of this Church,” his renunciation of and consequent “ displacement from 
the ministry.” 

Mr. Boone, a Presbyter of the Diocese who had previously accepted an 
appointment to serve as a missionary of the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of our Church, in China, has, since the last Conven- 
tion, taken his departure for his distant field of service. 

The Rev. R. A. Henderson has been received as a Presbyter of this 
diocese, regularly dismissed toit, from that of Pennsylvania. He is 
serving the Church at St. Augustine. 

No other clergyman has been added to the Diocese since the last 
Convention, and no ordination has taken place, except that already 
mentioned, of Mr. Dupont. 

Four persons have been added to our small list of Candidates for 
Orders, viz: William Dehon. Hhomas Grimke Drayton, Wilson Hall, 
and Alsop Woodward; making the whole number now on that list to be 
eight. The smallness of the number of Candidates for the ministry, not 
here only, but in proportion to the need there is of them, every where 
in the United States, is one of the signs of the times, calling for the 
deepest concern of every friend of religion and the Church, All pro- 
per steps should be taken by the Clergy, let me repeat, as [ have said be- 
fore, to induce young men of talents and piety, to desire this calling. 
Throughéut our immense western, north and south-western states and 
lerritories, there is a constant and increasingly anxious call for ministers 
of our Church. Unhappily. the character of the day, is adverse to the 
hope of any supply of them adequate to the moral exigency of our 
county. The ambition of wealth and secular influence, is the prevail- 


ing aud predominant principle of action, in a manner painfully discou- 
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| Mares 
raging to the expectation of any, that he may turn the thoughts of \, 
young the most rightfully subjec te “i to lis influe nce, toa pursuit, ¥ 
lot in ge ‘neral, is poverty, and at best is little else. Yetlet not the us, 
cease tu be considered a duty, by which some addition, m: 1V, from time, 
time, be made t@ the number of those who will “take the cross and ful 
low,” where the interest of the Redeemer’s kingdom may call them, 
our morally indigent and suffering country. 

The interest as it nOW exists, of this diocese,in our General Ser 
ry, will be brought before you by a committee, which has been a: 
appointed to report to you on the subject of it. 

The annual quota of this dive ese, towards the expenses of the Gey, 
Convention, was not paid 1 in 1837. For that vear, therefore » and 
it may be incumbent on us now to make provision for the payment 
pected from us. A special committee had better perhaps, have | 
subject referred to them, or the Treasurer be directed to make the py 
ment. ss 

The proposed alterations of the Constitution and Liturgy of } 
Church, will be acted upon by the General Convention to be held 
September next, and your determination in relation to them must t! 
fore be now e xpre ‘ssed. 

In closing this brief address, I cannot but congratulate you on} 
generally happy coudition of the Diocese. God has crowned the Vvear 
to us with goodness, as to the degree of health which has been ey» 
enced among ifs ministers and people. Harmony and peace, notwit 
standing some practical variances of sentiment, reign throughout our 
household of faith, Lua temporal port of view, the welfare of our 
Parishes, has not, | believe, declined ; and although in a spiritual, there 
is some declension, calling for our concern and prayer, ye: the persever- 
ing fidelity and constaney of the Clergy, must, in God’s own tine, be 
productive of good, ina degree, whic h however seemiugly smill ty 
them, “ he who knoweth the hearts and trieth the reins of men,” w 
estimate better than themselves, and set to the account of their steward: 
ship, in their favor. Such persevering fidelity and constancy, accomps- 
nied with patie nee of discouragement and personal inconvenience, | 
believe to characterize the ministr y of the diocese, without exce pti ; 
at the same time that Ll am not pussesse d of information of any tieglect 
or delinquency in things even of outward order, which had been made 
by vows of ordination, indispensably obligatory for all. [t is my ows 
confirmed persuasion, that the more serapulously we act ov a strict and 
exact construction of these vows, allowance being made for unavoidable 
necessity, the greater must be the usefulness, the more salutary the it 
fluence of our ministry. 

I have nothing more with whichito detain you, and commend yout 
deliberations to the divine blessing and direction. May the spirit of love 
and peace be with you throughout them. 

NATHANIEL BOWEN. 








A Sermon. 7 
8, 
Ta ' i : . Sw 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
‘ . 


Fo. Messrs. Editors.—The following article belongs to the “history of 
ts ali own times,” and it will increase our joy, on the occasion of the con- 
J. ecration of the new St. Philip’s to look back to our emotions when the 
in ormer buildin gewas burned, 
A SERMON, 
Preached soon after the destruction by fire of St. Philip's Church, in 1835. 
EcciesiastEs, Vii. part of 14.—* In the day of adversity consider.” 

Is not this, brethren, the day of our adversity? Every Lord's day, 
ey Friday, every Wednesday during Lent, each occasion of a bap- 


\- oe and catechetical exercise and holy Communion, every time we en- 
the ter our Sunday School and Parish school—the countenances and con- 
pay: yersation we meet in our mutual intercourse, even those joyful assem- 

| blies, wont to be beld in the temple to witness the union of hearts and 
the hauds—and we may say every hour, for our clock is expressively silent, 
dl iy ried ug that this ts the day of our adversity. The irreligious do not 
ere- cowuler, Ou the contrary, it is their endeavor, by various means, by 

frequent change of place, by mingling with the crowd, by plunging Tuto 
1 the business and amusement to prevent reflection. They counteract the 
Vear lind discipline of Grod. They grieve, and quench his Holy Spirit. 
n't Their conduct 1s the subject of complamt, and reproach, and denuncta- 
vith. tion, in the holy book, =“ The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his 
our mas‘ers crib ; but lsrael doth not know, my people doth rot consider, 
our Yea, the stork in the heaven Knoweth her appointed times, and the turtle 
here and the crane, and the swallow, observe the time of their coming; but 
Vers my people Anow not the judgment of the Lord.” “ Wo unto them that 
he rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that 
ll to continue until might, till wine inameghem! and the harp and the viol, 
will the tabret and pipe, and wine are in their feasts; but they regard not the 
‘ard work of the Lord, neither consider the operation ef his hands.’”’ Breth- 
npa- ren, let us not follow the multitude of the inconsiderate. ‘Commune 
‘e, | with your own heart, and in your chamber and be still.” The present 
ion ; scason is sacred to retirement for meditation aud prayer. The Church 
rlect now does but echo the voice of providence and of scripture, in calling 
nade us to serious consideration, Let me invite you, in particular, tu consi- 
own der some of the circumstances of our recent calamity, with reference to 
and the moral and religious lessons, we may deduce trom them. God speaks 
able tomen most clearly, fully, and impressively in bis word; but he also 
2 jn. speaks to them hy his providential dispensations, and the lessons of the 


latter, ever consistent with those of the former, may serve to give them 
your additional impressiveness. , 


‘Jove ln the fi place, we may deduce a lesson from the immediate cause 
of oupealamity. ‘That cause, there is good reason to believe, was con- 
; nected with the gross profanation of the Lord’s day. The saered morn- 


ing was turned from its proper purposes of rest, or meditation, or prayer, 
0 giddy amusement and ¢ ymiviviality. Every day we hear of death and 
misaster, the resulgofnot remembering the Subbath dev to keep it holy. 
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But sinners bring tae often great evils, not on themselves only j,, 
their neighbors and the whole community. Memorally were the ),. 
punished iv fulfilment, of the solemn warning : “ Thou hast pris, 
my sabbaths.—Behold Tf will seatter thee among the heathen, ay, 
perse thee in the countries.” Let not propheey and providence Spe 
us in vain, Revereuce for holy time, it cannot be too often repeated 
at the very foundation of the religious life, and of good @rder an! sles 
morals in the social state. Every Sunday, every other festival. and 
every fast day, the Church from her altar says “ Remember the Sabler 
day to keep it holy.” May we sedulously guard it, individually...) 
lectively, and to the utmost extent of our influence. In particular 
the directors of the young, require them to pass the whole Lord’, , 
partly in the Church and Sunday School, and the rest of the time - 
home, in appropriate quietness and duties. 

In the second place, we may deduce a lesson from the smal] heginniy, 
ourcalamity. Our house had its undefended place. And is there | 
the character of each one of us,some weakness, through which, as throge: 
an avenue, succeseful temptation may enter? One man is most easily 4 
sailed by the temptation of wealth; another, by that of bonor; apd, 
third, by that of ease end gratification. Now if the desire of riches, , 
of popularity, or of p.casure becomes predominant, the treasures 
heaven, the honor which cometh of God, and the pleasures at his righ; 
hand, will be undervalued, nevlected, forfeited, and the whole character 
destroyed for time and eternity. Experience, observation and scriptur 
teach us that every man has some sin or sins to which he is chiefly ad. 
dicted, which he is most easily tempted to commit. Holy Scripture 
speaks of asin “which doth easily beset us.” Let us search it ou, 
Let us pray constantly for grace to overcome zt. Let us shun the scenes, 
the company, the books, the meditations, which may be temptations to 
repeat it. Let us watch and guard the weak place in our character, and 
struggle manfully against approaching, and present temptation. And 
if we do so in humble depeudance on, and with earnest supplication for 
divine grace; success will crown our efforts, for it is the promise of God to 
those who work out their salvation with fear and trembling, that he wil 
work with them. ‘“ Resist the devil,” said our blessed Lord, “ and be 
shall flee from you.” 

We may deduce a third lesson from the uncontrollableness in the case 
we are considering of the devouring element. There is to human 
power a limit, which when forced omptheir attention, unavoidably re 
minds meénof the irresistible neverfailing power of God, and of the 
ultimate dependance of all creatures, (the most intelligent not excepte®) 
on him. The skill of man under providence, has effected such wonders; 
and this skill has been soe constantly impreving in successive ages, tls 
the presumption which denies or goverlodks the divine government s4 
common sin. But there are occasions when men are made to feel, most 1m 
pressively, their utter weakness, intellectual moral and physical. Thos 
sore judgments, pestilence, the sword, famine, and fire, are sometimes 
seemingly arrested by human arrangements. At other times, man finds be 
cau de nothing but look on, and wait till the Almighty shall be pleased to 


say to flood or flame : “ Hitherto chalt thea come, and no further, and here 
ei 


¥ 





= as «. se 2 ee 





arr 
~* 


d. . 
OUbd 
and 


iure 


Nut, 


& to 
and 
And 
for 
dto 
wil] 
he 


the 
ed) 


hat 


isa 


se 
nes 


10 
pre 











+ 


A Sermon. 9 





ee 
oe 


1838. 


shall thy prond waves be stayed.” God alone is strong. Allman’sstrength, 
intellectual, physical and spiritual, is derived from him, and constantly sub- 
‘ect td his control. What is true of the mind and the body, is equally true of 
the soul, as it respects the depentlance of each of them on the power ot 
God. Success in the struggle against sin, and the cultivation of holi- 
too often leads frail mortals to suppose they can unassisted, eradi 
cate the old , and create a clean heart and a fight spirit: But when 
they feel strongest, God permits them (as he did the apostle Peter) to 
fall. When they think the are exalted to the third heaven, the mes- 
senger of Satan is sent to buffet them. They are diiven to the hum- 
bling confessions of St. Paul; ** When I would do good, evil is present 
with me. I see a law in my members, warring against the law of my 
mind, aud bringing me into captivity to the law of sin.” Let these con- 
siderations make us to be humble before God, and to look to him confi- 
dently and constantly in all our necessities of mind, body aud estate, 
and more especially in those necessities with which no other are Worthy 
to be compared —the necessities of our supérior nature, of our never 
dying souls. Whatever distresses, whatever dangers may encompass 
us, God is able and willitig, yea; desirous to deliver, to bless, to beatify, 
if men on their part, will trust in him and repent. 

In the fourth place we may deduce profitable instruction from the 
unexpectedness of our calamity. The dispensations of God, mock all 
human calculation, and thus impressively inculcate the doctrine of pro- 
vidence, and the folly of too much confidence, in human foresight and 
measures. Most of you accustomed to reflection have no dvoubt ofien 
thought of your exposure to the evils of life. Probably you have been 
chilled by the anticipation of death, of a reverse of fortune, or of tedi- 
ous and painful sickness. But the long life of our Church, its distance 
from other buildings, its escapes, its sanctity, its usefulness, had made 
most of us secure, that it would at least survive us. In the course of 
twenty-five years, I have heard of but one individual,* who ever surmised 
that it might be reduced to ashes. Perhaps our confidence even pre 
vented our praying that this convenience, this aid to our cevotion and 
knowledge, might be preserved. ‘The general confidencé in its perma 
nence entertained by generation after generation, was specially marked 
by the columns covered with the most costly monuments; They seems 
ed to say here we stand imperishable memurials of departed worth, and 
of the affection of their survivors. Here we will stand without a trace of 
decay, when the younger monuments outside, are defaced and crumb- 
ling and gone. Fallacious hope. The tombs around remain. The 
seemingly secured memorifls have sunk, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust. 

Jv all our plans, and pursuits, and prayers, let us always have ah eye 
to the over-ruling providence of God. We can expect no evil to be 
averted, no benefit, no centinuance of a privilege, without the permis- 


sion of our divine governor. Trust not in princes, or the sons of men, 
Lea att ty wn understanding, Except the Lord build the house, 

‘Tabor in vain that buildit. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
be shall direct thy paths. O Lord of Hosts, blessed is the man that 


" Mr. C. H. F. wh de this cons deration 4 reason for enlarging the € hurch tot, 
VoL, xv a 
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putteth his trust in thee. In every thing by prayer and supplicat; 
with thanksgiving, let your request be made known wnto God. 

V. Again, we may be usefully reminded by our calamity of a ms * 
which befel the Jews, and the cause of it. This people were 
proud of their temple. They spake of it, how it was a With 
goodly stones and gifts, and it cannot be doubted, he had been a J... 
though now a disciple of Christ, who said “ Master, see what Manner 
of stones, and what buildings are here.” ‘The Jews were proud 
their ancestors, and hence the reproof from our Lord: “ Begin not wp 
say within yourselves, we have Abralbam to our father, for God is 
of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” = This sin of pri 
brought down on them heavy judgments, and in particular the destruc. 
tion iof thei 1r much honore d and belove d temple. ‘*Seest thou these 
great buildings,” said our Lord, “there shall not be left one sty 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down.’ Fire, as you well k: 
under the direction of the Roman army, literally fulfilled tiis predic. 
tion. 

Does not the analogy in the efert, naturally invite us to the self i 
quiry whether there be no analogy in the cause? It becomes each of ys 
tv inquire whether the sin which God is said particularly to resist, be 
not chargeable to us, perbaps hitherto unconsciously lurking in oor 
hearts—a_ pride niertlive ‘d by the same circumstances. When invit 
the stranger to enter our te mple ; when re pe ating what has been sai 
its appropriate and surpassing mavnificeunce—when meditating 
cuurts or around its portico’s, have we had no such emotion as that, 
which | have adverted?) Have we not had also a satisfaction which we 
would not ever whisper to another, that we worshipped in the sane 
place witha long line of ancestors ! but, brethren, | leave these, and 
kindred reflections to your own minds. If our punishment is 
trac ed i Pe auy degre e, to te mple, or ancestr: il, or a worse pri ide, like t 
of him who said “Come not near me, | am holier than ada I thank 
God I am not as other men,” that most odious form of pride, whiclis 
ealledspiritual—and if our privetions however long continued should 
have the happy effect of eradicating this sin —instead of regretting, | we 
have cause to be thankful for them. A much greater loss would be 
finitely recompensed by the advancement of our soul’s health, and peace, 
and safet 

Vi. From the suspension of our spiritual advantages, we may also de- 
rive useful lessons, looking to the past, the present, and the future, 
When we remember the facilities which we and our children but lately 
enjoyed for advancement in religious Knowledge ; for awakening aud 
cherishing ‘solemn feeling ; and for turning the mind and_ heart from 
earih to heaven; is not remorse as natural as it is appropriate in the 
consideration that we so little valued and improved, and in so greats 
degree neglected those» great spiritual advantages?) May we not hope 
that the deep sense of this loss will stir us up to use faitlifully such op- 
portunities for growth in grace and the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as.we are me reifully permitted to retain; and that uuder the 
good providence of God, should we recover in w hole or in part, those 
helps to our piety and zeal, we shall hold them with ardent and increas 


ed gratitude to him; and with a determination of purpose, in hum! 
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dependance on his grace to avail ourselves of them, and to endeavor to 
profit b them more and more unto our life’s end, Let it not be said 
that the devout mind is not affected, by what meets the eye and the ear, 
that it weeds not the hallowed court aud the aid of sympathy, and that 
to it all places and circumstances are the sawe. The wisdom of our 
Church lias pronounced that ‘* men’s minds are filled with greater reve- 
rence for the ee ee of God, and their hearts with more deyo- 
tion and humility in his service,” by the influence of association. And 
like is the decision of infinite wisdom. Why else did the Redeemer 
retire to be alone with his disciples, and why was the tabernacle and the 
more suitable temple of Solomon ordered, and superintended by the 
Almighty himself? Let us not on the one hand, overrate, nor on the 
other, disparage, the means of religious improvement. Let us be thank- 
ful for these means, humble and resigned when they are taken from us, 
anxious and active to recover them, and above all, faithful in the use of 
such opportunities and assistances, as the goodness of God places in 
our power. 

VIL The last useful reflections, to which I would invite your atten- 
tion, at this time, are those suggested by the utter destruction of our late 
seemingly most strong temple. Often bad fire been around or upon it, 
lichtuing had stricken it, tempests beaten upon it, and at least, one 
earthquake had sLaken itin vain. But it is gone at last. How could 
we have been more impressively reminded that perishable is stamped 
upon all things here below? ‘This most certain truth taught as by the 
infallible word of Gud, so also, by every day’s experience and observa- 
tion, men are too apt to overlook: “Their inward thought is, that their 
houses shall continue forever, and their dwelling places to all genera- 
tions:” and thus they foster a dangerous, perhaps fatal pride, and for- 
getfulness of God. It is good to have humility awakened and nurtured, 
even at the expense of much suffering. It is good to be made to feel 
our entire dependance upon God, ltis a profitable reminiscence, that 
the earthly scenes and possessions which we are apt to value too much, 
to cling to too closely, to prefer to celestial and perfect joys, are destin- 
ed to certain, perhaps speedy and sudden ruin, for the earth, and all 
things therein shall be burned up. God, the soul, and heaven, alone 
are immortal. The body is not immortal, for the Christian sha!l have a 
new body, fashioned like unto the glorious body of his ascended master, 
The visib/e heavens shall wax old like a garment, and vanish away like 
smoke. But God and the souls he has created shall endure, and their 
years shall have xo end. Surely it 1s salutary discipline, which mode- 
rates ourvattachment to earthly scenes and enjoyments; which awakens 
and quickens our aspirativos after heavenly things, which makes us 1e- 
cognize that we have here no abiding city, and summons us to ascend in 
heart and mind to God, and his boly babitation. 

Such are some of the profitable lessons, which we may deduce from 
the late afflictive dispensation of divine providence. They may sug- 
gest to your minds, others, which have been overlooked, or only glanced 
at. May our meditations be divinely directed and blessed. | will only 
add, it was a spectacle, like that so often before us, and so constantly in 


our thoughts, which suggested the striking apustrophe of one mourning 
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over his sins. My life reminded me of a ruined temple. Here ,, 
there a trace of beauty and order, but what unsightly gaps—what a mas, 
of disordered materials—what utter wh Oe, yi 

v / 


[To be continued. ] 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


DIARY OF A PARISH MINISTER. 
August 18, 1824.—Called to the dying bed of a stranger. She jai 


been attended by a deacon, and my presence was asked to administer 
the holy comm pion, I did not go in haste because the giving of the 
patient a little time to reflect on her application for this ordinance jg 
salutary ; and it seems to me best, in general, not to administer it in the 
last hour. About an hour alter the message, | arrived. She was too Jow 
to talk much, but tranquil—said she wished the Lord’s supper for the 
sake of its consolatious, and assented to the trutlis that it was a means of 
grace, and aduty. fler attending minister, a deacon, was present, and 
from conversations with her, considered her a proper subject for the 
holy Communion. She had been brought up in the Episcopal Chureh, 
baptized, and confirmed. { proceeded. This morning her four little 
children were baptized. They and her husband were around her bed, 
Do you know your husband, your Charles,” was asked by him in a 
most affecting tone. The reply ‘“‘Oh yes,” gave him pleasure. The 
children were all in tears, and the youngest, with her hand guided by 
her father, felt the mother’s cheek ‘This family have heen here only 
three weeks. They are poor but the hand of charity is with and will 
be with them. On my way from the house I said to a Christian whom! 
met, what will become of these poor children? Is not God there,” 
was her prompt and happy reply. A subscription has been commenced 
for their assistance. The mistress of the house in which they lodge, 
though she is in moderate circumstances, offers to take care of the 
children. But they must be removed from the sickly atmosphere of that 
street, 

August 21.——The following narrative was related to me. A young 
man in the employ of my infurmant, of more than common talent and 
industry had gradually advanced himself from the station of a_ plough 
man to that of manager of several plantations. He had taught himself 
to read, and devoured all the books within his reach. Unfortunately 
an infidel publication of Volney came to his hands, and it completely 
unsettled his mind. He became sceptical—did not see how this and 
that in his bible was true. This summer being without society he was 
probably more occupied with his books. Recently he became a periect 
madman—was brought te the hospital in the city, where he died alier 
afew days, Thus we often find “a little learning is a dangerous thing.” 
A self-taught man is strongly tempted to pride, and thig very naturally 
leads to unbelief. [ know one remarkable instance in this city. A 
man who had been a common sailor, in trade having gained indepe? 
deyce, turned his thoughis and gaye much of his time to books. He be: 
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e every day more and more surprised at his previous ignorance, and 
at Jast seems to have been surprised (having taken up Hume and other 
metaphy sical writers, ) that he should ever have believed his bible. He 
js 8 confirmed sceptic and perhaps a little encouraged in his present 
views, by their allowing him to violate the sabbath, devoting it, as he 
now does, tv business, without any scruple. I have since heard that 
the countryman above mentioned, was latterly very intemperate, and to 
this, rather than his infidel sentiments, some attribute his derangement. 
But the torments of disbeliet may have driven him to the bottle. And 
jt appears certain that his mind was agitated by the sceptical doubts 
which had unfortunately been suggested to him. Whata heavy retribu- 
sion awaits such men as Voluey, Paine and Hume! Cool blooded mur- 
derers of the soul! 

August 27.—A member who had lately attended worship after the ex- 
tempore manner remarked, we are commanded to “ watch and pray,” 
But 1 found I could only watch. I was all the time watching for the 
words of the minister. This was a novel application fee our Lord’s 
precept. She’ complained that the worship was almost altogether an 
act of praise. Confession which her soul craved, was only noticed in 
one or two short sentences at the close of the prayer, and then in the 
form “If we have sinned,” &c. How happy that arrangement of our 
Church which gives to confession so prominent a place in our litargy. 
and what ample and affecting forms both in the daily service and at Com- 
munion. The litany too opens with most humble acknowledgements. 


cam 
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NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS, 

The Apostolic Commission, the Missionary Charter of the Church: 
The Sermon at the Ordination of Mr. Joseph Wolff, in Trinity Church, 
Newark, September 26, 1837; by the Rev. George Washington Doane, 
D. D. Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey. 

Two duties are assigned to the Church by its divine head—the one 
“the perfection of the saints, the edifying of the body of Christ,” and 
the other, the conversion of the nations. St. Matthew, xxviii. 18-20, 
refers to them both, “baptizing them,” and “teaching them to observe 
all things,” &c. We name first, what may be called the conservative 
and improving duty of the Church, becanse the existence of the 
Church must precede its labors to bring men into it. Atfirst, men were 
called into the Church by God himself, for thus were Adam, Abraham. 
Isaac, Jacob and others called, under the old dispensation, and thus un- 
der the new dispensation were called the twelve apostles, and their co- 
temporanies. But row men are called into union with the Church by 
the instrumentality of that Church itself. The society of Christians is 
God's representative on the earth and now that God (in the person of 
the Son,) is no longer present, the Church takes up his invitation “ Come 
untome all ye that labor,” &c. This great branch of the duty of the 


Church, we do not say it is its only, or its chief duty, for we would not 
undertake to gay, that it should be, or is required to be, more solicitous 
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for its increase, than for its purity and advancement—this duty of sec! 
ing to convert the unbelieving, its indispensableness, and the benef... 
be expected from its faithful di.charge, are well set forth in the diacdes. 
before us, in which are some eloquent passages. The text is Mar),,. 
xxviii. 18-20, and in quoting it, instead of the word “ te ach,” as in oil 
version, we have “ make disciples.” Might not the latter translation 
have been placed in the margin or in a parenthesis, with equal effet, 
and thus the inconvenience avoided of raising a suspicion as to the me, 
of the common translation? ‘The calls for a new translation which ao». 
too often made, it seems to us ought not to have any, the shadow of 
countenance. 

“If it be true that to his apostles, as they were missionaries—t},; 
Christ promised his protection.” ® * “ The promise made 
to the apostles was made to them as missionaries.” * * 
“ The office of an apostle was discharged most fully—as a Missionary” 
We quote the above to remark that they are deficient in accuracy, and 
that after the words missionaries and missionary, should be added the 
words,teachers of his Churehind teacher of his Churclf so as to ayoi 
the supposition that to enlarge the Church was the only work assigned 
the apostles and their successors; and not also to protect and improve 
the said Church. We care not to be considered hypercritical if we can 
prevent the opinion that missionary duty is paramount to ministerial 
duty, or to write more definitely, that to propagate the gospel is more 
the duty of the Church than to cultivate it, or in other words, to give it 
to the unbeliever than to confirm and advance the believer. We have 
no doubt that the right reverend author agrees with us, and it is ouly to 
the liableness of his remarks quoted above, to be misunderstood by some 
readers that we are adverting. We sincerely hope that the following 
just rebuke and animated exhortation will have their proper effect.— 
«« Brethren, the Church is worldly. Christian men forget that they are 
‘bought with a price,’ and so are not their own. Men, who have been 
baptized into the death of Clirist, forzet that ‘he died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him that 
died forthem, and rose again.’ With few and rare exceptions, ‘all 
seek their own, and not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.’ Who 
are they that hold themselves and all they are and have implicitly at 
his disposal, and use their talents, be they two or ten, with a single eye 
to his approval? How many are they who strive with all fidelity, whe- 
ther they eat or drink or whatever they do, to do all to the glory of God! 
Who remembers always that the silver and the gold are God’s; and, 
taking, with a careful hand, and cheerful heart, for the supply of his 
necessities and them that are dependent on him, appropriates the rest, 
in deeds of piety and charity, to do the will of the great Lord of all! 
How many, who bear the name of Christ, could they be carried back. 
with the spirits which they now have, to the Apostles’ times, would be 
disposed to say that nothing which they have is theirs, and to have all 
things common t Who, with the blessed twelve, would submit them- 
selves with cheerfulness to stripes, imprisonment and scorn, and rejoice 
that they were counted worthy to suffer for the name of Christ! lt 
matters not, my brethren, that we are called to none of thsee things. 
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The question is, have we the hearts to do and bear them? If we have 
not now, we should not then have had them. Ifwe have uot the mind 
which was in Christ Jesus, we are nove of his. 

“ Beloved brethren, in so great a matter let us not deceive ourselves. 
‘Not every one,’ says Jesus Christ, ‘that saith unto me Lord, Lord, 
shal] enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my 
S Father which is in heaven.’ And again, ‘ Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say!’ Nothing can be clearer than that 
God desires the conversion of the world. Nothing can be more obvi- 
ous than that it must be effected through the preaching of the gospel of 
Christ. Nothing can be more certain than that it must be brought about 
by human means. Nothing can be more evident than that the respon- 
sibility of its accomplishment devolves upon the Church.” ° . 
“Oh, taat God would put it into the hearts of the churehmen of this 
land, so far to imitate their brethren of the Church in Corinth, as to be 
willing according to their power! ‘The superfluity of millions, that 
now rust,r are abused to frivolous or sinful uses, would supply with 
spiritual food a famishing world. The strength of body the gifts of 
m ui, the weight of influence, the able hands, the generous hearts that 
now content themselves with secular ends, and labor but for temporal 
interests, converted to the Lord, and consecrated by the live coal from 
off his altar, would supply an army that should leaguer every land. The 
noble rapture like a flame of living fire, would spread from heart to heart. 
Again, ‘the arm of the Lord’ should wake as in the ancient time.— 
Again, the gates of heil should totter to their fall. The church of the 
living God, roused from her sleep, should shake the dust from her fair 
garments, and gird on her panoply for battle. ‘Strong in the Lord, and 
ia the power of his might,’ she should go on ‘from strength to strength;’ 
until, triumphant over every foe, God, for Christ’s sake, bestows on her 
the victory.” 





Jesus Christ coming unto his own: The Rector’s Christmas Ofering 
Jor 1837; being a fourth Pastoral Address to the Parishioners of St. 
Mary’s Church, Burlington, New-Jersey, 

The occasion and the matter of this address are interesting, and we 
are obliged by having it put in our power to extract from it the follow- 
ing sentiments which from their importance and the style adorning them, 
must make a deep and lasting impression on the mind of the reader.— 
“If tothe derivation from a common steck, the more immediate chari- 
ties of country and of neighborhood be added, the right, (that is, to be 
kindly treated,) becomes more sacred, and the refusal of ita more hei- 
hous outrage.” : . “To receive Christ as we ought, we 
must admit him to our hearts, we must submit to him our lives. In vain 
We say unto him, ‘ Lord, Lord,’ if we do not the things which he com- 
mands. In vain we shout before him ‘Hosanna to the Son of David,’ 
if by our wilful sins we crucify him afresh, and put him to an open 
shame, He comes unto us as his own, bis people whom he purchased 
with his blood, in the revelation of himself as eur Saviour and our prince. 
4s our Saviour then we must believe on him, and as our prince obey 
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him. Does he declare himself the mighty God, and yet the child tha, 
is born, the Son that is given for our redemption? Is he set forth to yg 
in the blessed gospel, as the creating word, the maker and the master of 
the world, and yet the Lamb of God slain to take away its sins? |, 
faith in the sacrifice of his death proclaimed as the appropriating pring): 
ple by whith its merits are to be made available uisto salvation, and ape 
we required to become 4s little children, docile, tractable, obedient ang 
patient, led by the Spirit that being so approved the sons of God, we 
may be pardoned, fitted aid admitted to the heritage of glory? If 1 
these teachings of the Saviour we refuse assent; as mysteries whic) 
cannot profit, as secrets which we cannot fathom, as principles which we 
will not adopt, can we escape its application to ourselves, do we not inj. 
tate and make our own that record of the unbelieving Jews, ‘ He can» 
unto his own, and his own received him tot.’ ” - * “ And 
when, regardless of that solemn institution of the rite of baptism as the 
way of entrance into his Churth, which was the last act of the Sayin, 
upon earth, we neglect its reception ourselves; or neglect tg bring ou 
children to its reception—when, unpersuaded by those speaking em: 
blems of his broken body and his blood poured out, which in the holy 
supper show forth bis death continually until he come, we turn away 
from the celestial feast, and separate ourselves from our brethren, who 
came to feed upon the bunquet of that most heavenly food, surely thea, 
we write against ourselves that sentence which the evangelist records 
against the unkind, the ungenerous; the ungrateful Jews, ‘ be came un 


his own, and his own received him not.’ ” ° “ Thus, all is 
of grace—the offer of adoption, the call to embrace it, the strength to 
comply, the teward of compliance.” . ° “ Wherever the 


Cross is preached, theiefore, as the means, the Church is to be pro 
claimed, as the way of salvation. It was purchased by the blood of the 
Son of God. It was sealed and sanctified by the descent of the blessed 
Spirit. Its ministers are Christ’s ambassadors. It has had from the first 
ages, and ever is to have the care and keeping of his holy word. Its 
sacraments are the seals of the Christian covenant. Its worship is the 

relude and the preparation for the perfect adoration of the saints it 
li cht. It is the emblem, the nursery, and to its faithful members, the 
sure pledge of heaven,” Assuredly this is wholesome advice, touching- 
ly given, may it be welcomed and acted out by all who have heard or read 
it: ‘Cling then, beloved, unseduced by outward influences, undismayed 
by outward opposition, cling to the cross of Christ. ‘1, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, said the divine and spotless sufferer, ‘ will draw all 
men unto me.’ Drawn by his bleeding love, go with him to the death. 
So living to him, %o dying with him, you shall rise and reign with him in 
glory. And, with an only ‘secondary love, cling to the Church of 
Christ. It is not man’s appointment, but the Lord’s. It is the ark of 
our salvation. Whoever separates from it goes to sea upon a raft. He 
may, by the divine protection, reach the haven. But he departs from 
the appointment of the captain of his salvation. He incurs tie feartul 
tisk of them who, when the wind rises, and the storm descends, and the 
Waves rage, are not in the ship with Christ.” 
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F Catalog ue of the Officers and Students of the General Theological 

Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, locat- 
odin the City Of New-York, 1837-8. To which is added @ eatalogue of 
he Alumni. . 


This is very interesting pamphlet to all who love the Church, and a 
abi oe to students of theology, for itis not a mere catalogue, 
but contains hints for their studies, and for adding to their libraries. 
it appears there are 7 professors or instructors and 74 students, and 
that the alumni number 143, of whom six are Settled in this didcese; 
There are many Others who for a time have particvipared in the intellec- 
twal and moral advatitages of this institution. From the qualifitations 
for adimission, and the course of study here set forth; it is evident; the 
Seminary offers urisurpassed, if not unequalled advantages to candidates 

ge ministry in our Church. There are four Societies améiig the 
dents, viz: a Missionary, a Bible, Common Prayer Bouk and Tract; 
a Rhetorical, and an Atheneum; this last to procure Reviews, Theologi- 
val and Scientific. 

‘The Library has 6011 volumes. The buildings are 2, each 110 by 52. 
The expetive for board, washing, fuel and lights is about 8100 for the 
term, about ten months. There is no charge for room rent or tuition: 
There is appended to this pamphlet a list of the books used in the dif 
ferent departments which would render a clergyman’s library a very 
good storeliouse of truth and duty, indeed with these select works, (63 
in number,) and those in the list set forth by the House of Bistiops, 
usually published with the Canons,he would have a very complete library 
of Englisli Theology. 

That inthis schoul the affections are not overlooked is evident from 
the tollowitig extract from the “ Regulations :” “ As mere theological 
Jearning, Unaccompanied with real piety, is not a sufficient qualification 
for the ministry, it is declared to be the duty of every Student, with a 
humble reliance on divine grace, to be assiduous in the cultivation of, 

angelical faith and sound practical piety; neither contenting himself 
Gin mere furmality, tior running into fanaticism. He must be careful 
to maintain, every day, stated periods of pious reading, meditation and 
devotion; and occasionally, special seasons for the more solemn dfid en- 
d observance of these duties, together with such abstinence as ig 

suited to extraordinary acts of devotion, having due regard to the days 
aud seasons recommended for this purpose by the Church, In order to 
excite just views of the nature, responsibilities and obligations of the 
clerical office, he should frequently and carefully read over the services 
for the ordination of Deacons and Priests, with a view of making their 
contents the subjects of serious reflection, and ah incitement to fervent 
yer; that if admitted to either of those offices he may have grace to 
faithful in the digtharge of its duties. He must be regular in atten- 
dance on the public service of the Church, not orily on Sundays, but also 
as his studies and other duties will admit, on holysdays and prayer-days; 
Sund $, in particular, he should consider as devoted, except the pore 
tions @f them occupied in the stated servicesiof the Churchyto the pri- 
vate use Of meéays for his advancement in Christian kovwledge aud 
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piety. And with a view to the promotion of the same great object, ;, 





An Appeal. (Mare), 


shall be the duty of the Professors to commence their respective lectures 
or recitations, with an office of devotivn, appointed for the Purpose, and 
to incorporate with their instructions, as Opportunity is afforded, Such 
advice and directions as may tend to the religious improve ment of the 
students, and to their proper view of the true character and y cight 

obligations of the gospel ministry.’’ y 
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SELECTIONS. 


AN APPEAL 
To the friends of the Theological Seminary of Virginia for the means of increasing jig 
Library. 


[Published by request] 
A brief history of this Institution is presented to those unto whom 
this Appeal is made. 
In the year 1815, more than two and twenty years ago, two years be. 


» fore the General Seminary,® and many years before any other Theolyg. 


ical Institution in the Church was resolved upon, the Convention of 
Virginia passed a resolution, directing the Bishop aud Standing Commit. 
tee to adopt the most efficient measures for promoting what she deno- 
minated “an object of such magnitude as the education of young men 
for the Gospel Ministry.” It was proposed to locate it at an ancient 
and venerable seat of learning, the College of William and Mary, where 
the Professors were desirous to have it; promising to afford it every as. 
sistance in their power. Ata subsequent Convention, a committee was 
appointed to correspond with the Diocese of Maryland and North Car- 
olina, and to propose tu them an union of effort in this interesting work. 

Though the proposition was declined on the former, and not respon- 
ded to, on the part of the latter, the Conven ion of Virginia never lost 
sight of the object, but unaided, made her first thongh unsuccessful effort 
at the College of William and Mary, and afterwards, in the year 1822, res 
newed the same at Alexandria, where, under the care of Dr. Keith, 
aided by the Rev. Dr. Wilmer, she gathered together a number of in- 
teresting young candidates for the ministry. In a few years, it appeared 
expedient to remove it to a beautiful and healthy site, about two miles 
from Alexandria, where a small tract of land was purchased with a new 
dwelling house, and on which, at successive periods, another dwelling 
house and seminary buildings of sufficient dimensions to aceommvdate 
fifty students, have been erected. Since that time, during a period of 
fifteen years, the number of students has ranged from twenty to forty, 
and the professors beem increased from une to three, and more than one 
hundred young men who have teceived either in whole or part their 
Theological preparation at the Institution, have been ordained to the 
Gospel Ministry. These arenow to be found in almost every diocese 


nthe Union, from Maine to Georgia, from the Atlantic to the Mississip- 


pi, and in prem guarter of the globe. 
: > «A ) 
* The General Seminary was establiehe? in 1°17.— Edits. Gos. Mea. 
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The Rev. Mr. Hill, who now presi:les over one of the most interestin 
_and prosperous Missionary establishments in Christendom, was — 
ete: work at the Seminary of Virginia. Messvs. Hanson and Boone, 
our Missionaries to China, were educated at the same, and so were 
Savage, Paine and Minor, who are now jeoparding their lives for the 

ce of the sous Of Africa. It has been a leading object with the Pro- 

rs and friends of this institution to awaken and cherish within the 
vasta of the young students a strong, devoted missionary spirit, which, 
considering the whole world as the field of duty, looks up to God, and 
says—"“ Lord, whither would’st thou have me to go?” —and greatly have 
they been blessed in their efforts. 
It must, however, be evident to all reflecting persons, that what has 
been done could not be effected without the expenditure of large sums 
of money. The Seminary farm, the Professors houses, Collegiate buil- 
dings, salaries of Professors, and expenses of beneficiaries, have amoun- 
ted within the last filleen years, to at least one hundred thousand dollars, 
including about twenty-six thousand dollars, which constitutes a perma- 
nent fund. 

With the exception of some contributions from a few generous friends 
without our bounds, this suin has been raised from the members and 
friends of our Charch in Virginia who, while they have shared large! 
inthe benefits of the Lustitution, delight to think that these benefits have 
been diffused far and wide through our land, and have even reached to 
the utmost bounds of our earth, Wedelight to think that the success 
of our efforts may have greatly encouraged others to press forward in 
the same holy cause, and we wish the must abundant success tu every 
kindred institution 10 the Church. 

We have hitherto almost entirely confined our efforts for funds to our 
own Diocese, while the benefits of the institution were widely diffused; 
butthe time has come when we think for a certain specific object, an 
appeal may be made chiefly to those who sympathize with us, and wish 
well to our object, though they do not belong to the very district in which 
Ris located. Having been ever pressed with demands which seemed 
more imperious, we have hitherto been forced to eontent ourselves with 
| avery limited and imperfect Library, chicfly the donation of a few gene- 
rous friends; but it is due to the institution and its noble cause, no longer 
to postpone an effort to supply this imperfection. It is now proposed to 
raise the sum of Five Thousand Dollars for this purpose, and it is be- 
lieved that there are at least fifty willing and able friends to be found 
who will, by a subscription of one hundred dollars each, contribute the 
required amount. "> 

This method has been sugested by a generous friend from a distance, 
who thinking upon the number of devoted Missionaries who have issued 
from the Institution which he was visiting, and perceiving the deficiency 
of its library, begged to be permitted to contribute one hundred dollars 
eee cress, saying that for the good it had already dove to the cause 
f Missions, it richly deserved this mite from his hand. 

Tris hoped that there are at least fifty othirs like minded, who will 
follow this generous example. . | 

Those whivtite disposed so to do, will be preased to communicate the 
same to the assistant bishop of Virginia. “ rs 

Milhoood, Clark®eounty, Fanuarg ls, 1833. 
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WEEK DAY CONGREGATIONS. 
[From the British Magazine. } 

Among my small congregation on the Wednesday and Friday at the 
rish church, (for though the parish is tery extensive, and the Chureh 
is very well filled on Sunday, there ia sttill but a sprinkling on the week 
days,) 1 have remarked for a length of time, the exemplary and regular 
attendance of an old and respectable parishioner. Whatever might be 
the state of the weather, there he was always to be found, audibly ayq 
fervently joining in the devotions of the Church. Overtaking him , 
short time since on my way to perform my morning service, as usual op 
one or other of the week days, | accosted him, and accompanied him t 
the Church. “ We had a better congregation last Friday,” he remark. 
ed, which had accidentally been the case, though a circumstance rather 
of rare occurrence. Upon my congratulatipg him on his so regularly 
forming one of my little week day flock, he infurmed me that this had 
been his coustant custom for many years past, and that, please God, jt 
should be his custom to the last. |“ When I gave up business,” he ad. 
ded, “some years since, I made a resolution that 1 would regularly at. 
tend the stated services of the Church, and devote the remainder of my 
time upon earth to preparing to join the society of the chureh trium- 
plant above. From this course I have neyer as yet had occasion te 
swerve, and from this regular compliance with the directions of that buly 
catholic church, of which I am a humble, though unworthy member, | 
have derived, blessed be God, unspeakable adyantage in my declining 
years. Permit me to add, sir, that itis my constant wouder and regret, 
that so few, particularly the rich, who have more leisure, and who,| 
cannot but think, ought to se an example to others, should deem it ne- 
cessary to join their devotions with God’s appointed minister at the times 
and places appointed by the church, knowing such prayers would find 
more acceptance when addressed in God’s house, by God’s own servant 
on behalf of himself and God’: obedient people; and forgive me, sir, 
for adding, that this practice should be so little attended toby the old 
‘people, who are so numerous in this immediate neighborhood, and who 
being incapacitated for work, have more time to attend to the care of 
their souls, the one thing needful.” Such were the sentiments express- 
ed by my aged companion; and | confess they deeply impressed me. 
As it will appear from this strain, he was a better sort of person, are- 
tired tradesman. 1 forgot to mention that in the course of his remarks 
he stated that the great superiority which London in his opinion possess 
ed over the country, was the frequency with which the churches were 
opene | for d ving service during the week. In conclusion, l would beg, 
sir, that if you can call some attention to this crying evil, this noncompl- 
ance with the wishes of the Church, you will, I think, confer a lasting 
benefit on the community’at large. For, if the churches are to be opet- 
ed at all in the week day for the worship of God, assuredly it is deeply 
Ansulting to the majesty of heayen and earth to witness such systematic 
‘Reglect to his holy institutions, which by an adherence to the Church, we 
Virtually perce: as proper and useful ordinances, (why otherwise @p- 

pointed?) avd are accordingly bound to venerate and regard. 
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CATECHISING. 
[From the Episcopal Recorder. ] 


Many years ago I heard the late venerable Dr. Gaskin relate the fol- 
jowing fact: ‘‘ When I first came to this parish (Stoke-Newington,) I 

marked a plain man who was never absent from church, who commu- 
‘picate | regularly every mouth, and conducted himself! with great ap- 
pearance of devotion: I was in consequonce desirous to become ac- 

uainted with him. He wasa gardener from Seotland. He was so 

rfectly acquainted with every thing connected with our communien, 
so well instructed in every priuciple, and so rationally pious, as excited 
my extreme surprise, when he told me he came from Scotland, a Pres- 
byterian country; for of the Episcopal Church there, | was almost en- 
tirely ignorant. l expressed my surprise, when be replied with a strong 
expressian of fecling, ‘Ah, sir, | was well catechised in all that by Bish- 
op Alexander at Alloa.’ This fact shows the vast importance, the per- 
manent importance of a full and efficient system of catechising. What 
I myself attempted, and what I attained, when I was minister of St. 
Peter’s Chapel in Edinburgh, | feel with sufficient force, was every way 
imperfect. But I did catechise to a greater extent than bad been usual 
for some time before; and | have had the most satisfactory proofs in 
eceasional examples «f the effect. Sometimes these proofs have been 
furnished hy persons yet alive, and sometimes they have reached me in 
messages from the bed of death in distant lands. It is the mimster’s 
duty to saw the seed, though he may never see the fruit; and if he do 
indeed sow, and assiduously cultivate the sound seed, as in our formula- 
ries he is directed, whether he see it or not, it will, by God’s blessing, 
bringforth fruit to eternal life. Other duties of the pastoral office may 
lead to more popularity; but an efficient system of catechetical insti uc- 
tion will much more certainly Jead to the practical influence of sound 
religion, than any other public duty which the minister is required to 

rform; because, in effect, it tends to render all the other duties influ- 
ential by the light of truth, which it is its special object to impart, and 
by the practice of piety, which it is no less the special object of a full 
system of catechising to enforce; inferring, of necessity, that Divine 
aid, without which nothing is of any value.— Note to Bishop Walker's 
Charge, Edinburgh, 1832. 





AN INTERESTING INCIDENT. 
[From the Chronicle of the Church. ] 


Free thinkers and infidels often ridicule religion, and those who em- 
brace it, but there is that within them which tells them that religion is a 
reality, and that those who are actuated by its spirit, and governed by 
its principles, are entitled to confidence and respect. The following 
anecdote was related to usa few days since. It has probably been 
published, and better than we can tell it,—but it will bear repetition. 

Two men were travelling in the far west; one was asceptic, and the 
ether a Christian. The former was on every occasio: ready to denounce 
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29 An Interesting Incident. [ March 
religion as an imposture, and professors as hypocrites. According 1, 
his own account of the matter, he always suspected those who ma le 
pretensions to piety,—felt particularly exposed in the company of Chyy\.. 
tiaug,—took special care of his horse and his pockets when saints wer. 
around him. They had travelled late one evening, and were in the wi). 
dern¢gss ; they at last drew near to a solitary hut, and rejoiced at the 
prospect of a shelter, however humble. They asked admission, aug 
obtained it. But it was almost as dreary and comfortless within os 
without, and there was nothing prepossessing in the appearance of t\. 
inhabitants. ‘These were an elderly man, his wife and two sons,—syp. 
burut, hardy aud rough. They were apparently hospitable, and wel. 
comed the travellers to such homely fare as the forest afforded ; but this 
air of kindness might be assumed to deceive them, and the traveller, 
became seriously apprehensive that evil was intended. It was a lonely 

lace, suited to deeds of rebbery and blood. No help was at hand. 

he two friends communicated to each other their apprehensions, and 
resolved that on retiring to their part of the hut—for there were ty» 
apartments in it—they would secure it as well as they could against the 
entrance of their ho-t—would have their weapons of defence at hand, 
and would take turns through the night in watching, so that one of them 
should be constantly on guard, while his comrade slept. Having hastijy 
made their arrangements, they joined the family, partook of their home. 
ly fare, and spoke of retiring to rest. The old man said it had been 
his practice in bettertimes, and he continued it still, before his family 
went to rest at night, to commend them to God, and if the strangers had 
no Objection, he would do so now. The Christian rejoiced to find a 
brother in the wilderness, and even the sceptic could not conceal) his sat. 
isfaction at the proposition. The old man took down a well worn Bible, 
on which no dust was gathered, though age bad marked it, and read with 
reverence a portion of the sacred scriptures. He then supplicated the 
divine protection, acknowledged the divine goodness, and prayed for 
pardon, guidance, grace and salvation. He prayed too, for the strangers; 
that they might be prospered on their journey ; and at the close of their 
earthly journey, they might have a home in Heaven. He was evideut- 
ly a man of prayer, and that humble cottage was a place where prayer 
was wont to be made. 

The travellers retired to their apartment. According to their previous 
arrangement, the sceptic was to have the first watch of the night. but in- 
stead of priming his pistols, and bracing bis nerves for an attack, he was 
for wrapping himself in his great coat, and covering himself in his blan- 
ket, as quietly as if he had never thought of danger. His friend re- 
minded him of their arrangements, and asked him how he had lost his 
apprehensions of danger? The sceptie fe't the force of the question, 
and of all it supplied—and he had the frankness to acknowledge that 
he could not but feel himself as safe, as at a New England fireside, in 
any house or in any forest where the Bible was read as the old man 
vead it, and prayer was offered as the old man prayed.— Ezeter Neus 


Letter. 
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CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. 


The singing, generally, and universally, with the Congregationalists, 
+g pot congregational, It is a performance entrusted to a band of singers, 
more or less skilful ; and as such may sometimes afford one pleasure ; 
byt as an act of worship, it disappoints you greatly, at least, if you have 
heen accustomed to the more excellent way. You have the sense of 
being an auditor, not of a participant ; and this is destructive of the spi- 
rit of devotion. With its best execution, it Is not half so fine as the 
concurrent yoices of a thousand persons, pouring torth their grateful 
sentiments in holy psalmody ; andl in its lowest estate, it is poor and 
chillingindeed. A sermon is often marred by the hymn. — I fear many 
aone bas been sadly marred by it in New England. 

[recollect on one occasion, before sermon, that beautiful Hymn of 


Watts, 


? 


“ Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove 
was sung. There were some hundred people present ; but the hymn 
rested with six or seven persons in the gallery. ‘The last line of every 
stanza was left to the female voices. At the line, 

And our Devotion dies, 
to give the dying notes more effect, it was left to one voice. The young 
woman kept her breath, and diminished her tones as long as she could 
and then turned round on her companions, and smiled, 

On another occasion, which was a special meeting of prayer and ex- 
hortation for the conversion of the world,—I inquired of my brethren, 
uniting with me in the service, whether we could not close with the fine 
doxology, 


’ 


‘‘ From all that dwell below the skies.’ 


and the Old Hundred totune 2d? Most certainly, was the cheerful re- 
ply. It appeared, however, that there was another party to be consulted. 
Our wish was conveyed to the singers; and the singers sent their res- 
pects, saying they could not sing it, as they were prepared with another 

iece. The consequence was, that a solemn service was closed, and 
sadly cooled down by a performance in which none could join, in which 
none cared to join. 

Congregational singing is finer in taste, and essential to an expression 
of worship. ‘To be so, it must cease to be professional; for the profes- 
sors will seek to exclude the people. It must be steadily considered as 
an act of worship, in which all should unite; and the maxim must be, 
that display is not worship. Iam persuaded the Congregational body 
suffers much in comparison with others, for the want of this,—Nurrative 
by Dr. Read, vol. ii. p. 82. 





PREACHING IN OLD TIMES. 


In the ancient Church it was customary for the people to repeat after 
the preacher any text he might quote from Scripture. This was a good 
method of making persons acquainted with their bible, while the res- 
ponse, compared to the rolling of the sea, would naturally bring back 
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ne Se the wanderer. The practice of the preacher’s sit;;,, 
when he. elivered his sermon, must have been attended with one good 
ore on the fervid feeling of the easteru Christians; jt guy, 
a sober turn to their discourse, and prevented their Becoming theatrics! 
in their action. Any appearance of approaching to the eloquence os 
the theatre was carefully eschewed, The eloqueéuce of the pulpit wag 
always that of a pastor addressiug his flock—not spouting au oratiyy 
but teaching them their duty.— Vt. Chron. : 


CHILDREN AND MONEY. 


Our yoice would not be regarded if raised against the spirit of sp¢. 
culation aud mouey-making which now pervades the vation like an epi- 
demic; but perhaps some parent may be persuaded, whatever may be 
the abundance of his heart, to refrain from letting his children see tha 

-is his absorbing spirit, What other effect can be expected ty 
folléw the continual reference to the cheapness or dearness of things, 
and the constant associationof money with every event and enterprise 
that forms the subject of conversation, than that the young listeners shali 
grow up with the impression that its value in money 1s the test of the 
worth of every object, and that to make money is the first duty of life! 
It has oftén been observed that no company, however small, can be as. 
sembled, in whase conversativn the word dollars will not be frequently 
Overbeard. ‘This habit is carried into our families, and extends fiom 
the largest commercial engagements to the price of food and fuel.— 
The wealth of individuals is a favorite subject of conjecture, and there 
is no delicacy observed in estimating what a man will be worth when 
his father or mother dies. Cheap purchases and fortunate investments 
are spoken of as if they constituted the noblest pursuits of man; while 
unlucky specdlations and sudden depressions seem to be regarded as the 
chief of human disasters. The manner in which the poor and the rich, 
and the pursuits of men in general, are conversed about, is calculated to 
impress the young with the idea that money is the principal thing, and 
that to possess itin abundance is the liighest distinction they can hope 
to reach, We would urge upon parents the consideration of these facts, 
and advise them, while they train their children to industry, economy, 
and liberality, to be careful what pre-eminence they may be giving to 
that which has no moral value, as a standard of character, Give not 
yourselves up to the absorbing passion of money making, and at least 
keép from your table aud fireside, the dialect of the exchange. 


—~ 


“ The end does not sanctify the means.” 


On the above maxim, the following from the ‘Literary and Theologica! 
Review,” a Congregational publication, is a good comment : 

“The not unfrequent answer to conscientious doubt, respecting the 
scriptural propriety of any mode of religious or benevolent action, 5 
“Consider the object which itcontemplates—the good which has already 
been done. Mark how many members this society numbers ; how many 
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conversions we number ; how many have united with the church ; how 
many mothers are associated and pledged for the religious culture of their 
-hildren ; how much light has been shed on the abominations of modern 
Romanism; how many drunkards have been Teformed, and names have 
been pledged to total abstinence, or how public opinion has gathered into 
a frown of indignation against the profligate, and a yet deeper frown 
aeainst the supporters of slavery.” Aye; and still to doubt, against such 
a array of evidence in favor of our modern experiments for doing good, 
‘; unanswerably, in their judgment, to convict one’s self of an unregen- 
erated, or unfeeling heart. But may not the strong desire of doing good 
induce on the mind a delusion respecting the amount of good accomplish- 
ed? Isit astrange circumstance, forthe mind to he so infatuated with a 
ject as readily to mistake the appearance of success for reality?) The 
verv evidence which is ordinarily adduced proves nothing bevond the show 
of benevolence, and appearance of good done. But should the actual 
results be disclosed, how might it appear to the conviction of every dis- 
assionate mind, that while the schemes of worldly policy for the attain- 
ment of benevolent ends have been multiplied, a sense of individual 
responsibility, to a greater or less degree has” been impaired that while 
anirresponsible institution for the purposes of religion, or of reform, has 
gathered strength, it has disclosed the cloven foot of spiritual despotism, 
-—aitempting to control the teachings of the desk, and to engraft its prin- 
ciples on the scriptural terms of church communion; that while candidates 
for the ministry have multiplied, the ca// of man has been ‘virtually substi- 
tuted for the cal/ of God —aud numbers, despite of their ordination vows, 
have left the appropriate work of the ministry, and taken a commission 
from assoriated citizens to drill the churches into subjection to their views, 
and stated contributions to their objects; that while reports of converts 
have crowded our religious papers, multitudes have left their religion 
where they found it—at the anxious seat; that while the church has in- 
creased, the number of her communicating members, in an almost unpar- 
alleled ratio, ‘ihe great body of them,” according to the testimony of one,* 
who of allmen. has had the amplest opportunity for observing, “ are a 
disgrace to religion,” that amid the excitement ofmultiplied associations, 
and evening meetings, the cultivation of personal piety has been neglect- 
ed—the closet, to an alarming extent, there is reason to think, has yielded 
up its seriptural claims to the various requisitions of the lecture roo m— 
religion has become in divers places, a matter of machinery, or of con- 
tention—genuine revivals have been brought into suspicion—the sacred- 
ness of the pastoral relation has been impaired, and the authority of the 
ministry all but prostrated; while, at the same time. parental responsibility 
has been virtually severed from its constituted union, and laid on the mo- 
ther alone to be transferred by her to some patron saint of the rising cen- 
eration—domestic duties, with the unobtrusive and only efficient influence 
of wives and sisters are endangered by the growing desires of females to 
do good by adopting public measures—the cause of Protestanism has 
been prejudiced—the Temperance Reform, at first so auspicious in its 
influence, from the adoption of wrong principles, has been thrown back— 


*Finney’s Lectures. Lec. viii. p. 112. 
VOL. xv.,—No. 1. 4 
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the noisy promoters of public virtue have already become in some iNsta n. 
ces, the victims of vice, and the condition of the slave has been ren ,,, 
more severe. Sad picture this, which we have felt ourselves const ai... 


to sketch. 





DUE OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S DAY. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


Messrs. Editors—The due observance of the Sabbath is by your yo.. 
ders, no doubt admitted to be a matter of vital importance, ‘Bas the; 
admissions are one thing, and their practice another, and the probaly), 
is, the careful examination would show, that between them no srq/) 
discrepancy exists. But itis not my purpose to pursue this traiy «) 
thought, I wish simply to have the following extract from the Literary 
and Theological Review, inserted in the Intelligencer. It may do some 
thing toward doing away what has not been inaptly termed * Sund 
Siekness.” The symptoms of it in different persous vary. Its ay. 
proach is usually not perceived until before late on Saturday evening, of 
early on the Lord’s day morning, and its continuance is measured 
that day. Still it is in nature alarming, and this is evineed by the hasy 
with which the physician is summoned, and he must obey—at least he 
thinks so—or lose his patient. In such circumstances, when the phiysi- 
cian is called to decide between his obligations to “remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy,” and his interest, the latter generally is allowed 
to possess a preponderating weight, and the physician, though not inien- 
ding it, aciually breaks the Sabbath, by giving the time which shou! 
devoted to the seivice of God, to some patients who im order to 
time, wish medicine administered on the Lord’s day. To all such, e- 
pecially to all such as are conscious that their Sabbath calls, are for: 
most part unnecessary taxes upon time, which should be devoted to th 
service of God, the example of the “ distinguished practitioner,” meu- 
tioned in the following extract, should commend itself. But I am de- 
taining your readers too long with my remarks, only Jet the extract | 
prominently inserted, so that eEVery MAN, who selects the Sabbath as 
the day on which he prefers to be sick--and prefers it because he cau 
thus “save time which is money’’—and every pocror, whe feels it to 
his interest to obey their summons on that day, may see it and be adm 
nished to repent of this their sin. 

The extract ts taken from the “Review of Gurney on the Sabbath.” 
In a tote, the Review says, Mr. G. suggeste the following thought :— 
“No christian will | presume, question the lawfulness of healing the sics 
onthe Sabbath day. Yetthe Medical practitioner, who pursues bs 
calling during the whole of that day, and habitually negleets the duty 0! 
divine worship, must sutely be regarded as a breaker of the Sabbat. 
He will find nothing to justify his conduct in the example, or in the pre- 
cepts of the Saviour of Men,” p. 64. 


On this extract, the Review makes the following remarks: “We a 
glad to see this thought bronght before the public, on such good author 
ity; we have often thought that a conscientious practitioner must % 


troubled respecting his duty on the Sabbath. For he dees not wish 
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forsake the house of God, nor neglect the sick and suffering. Without 
doubt, many of his calls could easily be pustponed,or anticipated, if those 
who apply fur his’ services, were somewhat more considerate. There 
are men, Who can never find time to be sick except on the Sabbath. 
Whatever have been their symptoms, they neglect no duty in the shop, 
or in the field during the week——but when the Sabbath comes, it is a 
.ignal fur them to send for the physician, especially as they can send him 
word by some good neighbor, on his way to church. With regard to 
euch eases, We can only suggest the course adopted by an eminent prac- 
‘itioner, believing that calls on the Sabbath were works of necessity and 
merey, that he made no charge for services on that day, but very soon 
énding, that this so far from diminishing his labors, only increased them, 
he reversed the order, and informed his patients, that he should make a 
double charge for advice on the Sabbath. The expedient was success- 
ful, it proved a perfect panacea on the first day of the week--and in 
future, the Sabbath was a day of rest. 








POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


ADDRESS TO THE DEITY. 


Oh! thou protecting power! thou boundless source of truth ! 
Whose mercy watch'd my childhood, and upheld my youth ; 
Whose pitying arm, sustained my sinking breath, 

Aad thrice restor’d me from the jaws of death; 

And when prosperity, and health, and joy were mine, 

And I forgot the source, the bounteous spring divine, 

*T'was the same friendly arm dealt the chastising rad, 

An! brought my soul to bow, and own the hand of God. 
Still the same power exists,—the power supreme to save, 

To rescue fallen creatures from the opening grave, 

To give to life its relish, its salubrious charus, 

The bloom of .health bestow, ad fell disease disa¥ims 

Nor is thy goodness limited to time or place, 

Thou here hast rais’d the sick, and prov'd thy wond’rous grace. 
Oh! thou omnipotent, thou omnipresent God ! 

Who canst inflict disease, and canst withold the red, 

Oh! if it disagree not with thy sovereign will, 

Remove thy sharp rebuke, and prove thy mercy still ; 

Shed thy revivinglight, thy radiance from above, 

To cheer the darksome way, of one we dearly love. 

My danghter, sick and wexk, a prey to fearful ill, 

Submits her canse for mercy, to thy gracions will; 

We pray thee have compassion ou her helpless state ! 

We dread tosuffer pain,—and thou art good and great, 

We own thy power supreme, we feel thy law is just, 
Whether thou raise her up, or sink her in the dust. 

But lo! the Gospel 4! the Saviour died to save, 

And those who trustin Him, shall live beyond the grave. 
Then why thus cling to life, since dying is to live,— 

Lord, let thy willbe done, and our best thanks receive, A. 8. EK. 


Charleston, January 20th, 1838, 
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FOR THE GUSPEL MESSENGER. 


Romays, 14 ch, 7th v. 
“ For none of us liveth to himself.” 


Live for thyself, Immortal !—No! 
Thy Maker ne’er decreed it so ; 

We cannot live alone—we’re born 
To bless, and then be bless’d in turn! 


Live for thyself! when souls around, 
Are yet to hear the Gospel sound ? 
While some are yet without that light, 
Which shines on thee, so clear, so bright! 


Live for thyself! when famish'd poor, 
By day, by night, surround thy door! 
And ask to share the broken meat, 
Thy pamper’d menials will not eat! 


The widow’s pallid cheek o’erflow ; 
And orphan cluidren ery for bread, 
‘To her whose earthly hope hath fled? 


Live for thyself! when friends are near, 
‘l'o whom thy voice is always dear ? 
Who gladly greet the cheerful smile. 
Which gilds thy lip and eye the while! 


Live for thyself! it cannot be! 
Such fate was not design’d for thee! 
Existence ne’er can be enjoy’d, 
But when for others’ good employ’d! 


| < Live for thyself!—when tears of woe, 
| 


God does not live himself, to bless— 
But to promote our bappiness ; 
Christ did not die himsell to save, 
But to redcem us from the grave! 


Angels and seraphs live alone, 

To worship round Jehovah’s throne,— 
And saints assist to swel! their sougs, 
‘Though not to them the praise belongs! 


Talk not of selfish views again, 

Thou wast not form’d to live in vain— 

Thou bear’st a nature half divine, 

A nobler, higher, aim be thine! Jui. 


The above lines were written for a friend, who said, she was too unimportanta being 
jn the world, to do any thing but “ live for herself.” She was afterwards convinced v! 
her error, and became a Sunday-school teacher, 
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Convention of the Dioeese of South-Carolina—This was held on the 
14th, 15th and 16th of February. There were present the Bishop, »! 


- Clergymen, and 24 Lay Delegates. The Convention Sermon ws 
preached by the Rev. Paul T. Keith, Rector of Prince George, Winys 
The Standing Committee of the preceding -year were re-appoinied.— 
va 
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delegates were appointed to the next General Convention. The pro- 
osed alterations of the Constitution by the last General Convention, were 
acceded to. Par@chial Reports from 33 Parishes, were received. There 
was no quéstion of special interest, determined by the Convention.— 
But the Journal will soon appear, and we shall in our next transfer to 
our pages, a fuller notice of its proceedings. 


P. E. Society for the advancement of C) ristianity in Nouth-Carolina. 
—The anniversary (Feb. 13, being ‘Tuesday in Convention week) Was 
commemorated as usual, After Divine Service, and a Sermon, at St. 
Michael’s Church, the Society convened at the Theological Library.— 
The Bishop stated, that in consequence of the absence of the Rev. Mr. 
Converse, and his substitute, who had been appointed to preach the 
Sermon at the anniversary, the Rev. Mr. Kaufman, by request, had per- 
formed that duty, for which the thanks of the Society were due to him. 
The following was adopted: Resolved, that it be the duty of the prin- 
cipal Preacher, appointed for each ensuing anniversary, in case he ex- 
pects to be prevented from discharging the duty, to give due and time! 
notice to his alternate. The President appointed the Rev. Mr. Con- 
verse to preach the anniversary Sermon in 1539, aud as his alternate, 
the Rev. A. Kaufman. 

The Annual Report was read,— adopted, and the usual number of 
copies ordered to be printed. The following persons were duly chosen 
for the ensuing year: 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Bowen, ex officio President. Thomas Lowndes, Vice 
President. Rev. Paul Trapier, Corresponding Seeretary. James Jer- 
vey, Recording Secretary. Trostees— Rev. Dr. Gadsden, Rev, C. Hane- 
kel, Rev. W. H. Barnwell, Rev. P. Gervais, Rev. W. W. Spear, Henr 
Deas, 8. Wragg, C. J. Coleock, J. 5. Cogdell, D. Ravenel, N. R. Mid- 
dieton, and Thomas Waring, Esqs. 


Ata meeting of the Board of Managers, Thos, Gadsden was re-elect- 
ed Treasurer, and two Clergymen and two Laymen, the Book Commit- 
tee. 


Diocesan Sunday School Urren-of South-Carolina.—T he anniversary 
meeting was held on Friday evening of Convention week, (viz. on the 
16th February,) at St. Peter’s Church. After Divine Service, and a 
Sermon, more particularly addressed to Sunday School Teachers, by 
the Rev. Rector of St. James’ Church, (James’ Island,) the Annual Re- 
port, containing an abstract of the Reports of the Auxiliary Sanday 
Schuols, was read, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Union 
at New-York. A vote was passed by the Society, at the suggestion of 
the Managers, recommending to the General Union, to take measures 
fur bringing our Sunday Schools into a more close connection, (as has 
been done with our General Missionary Society,) with the General Con- 
vention. The officers of last year were all re-appointed. The Rev. 
Mr. Stanton, agent of the General S. 5, Union, was to have preached, 
but his sickness prevented. A collection of $21 was made for that in- 
stitution, 
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» Missionary Lecture for Fehruary.—The amount received for the Po, 
eign and Domestic Missionary Society $49. Fur St. Stephens’ ( hind 
$5. Total $45. . rts 

Domestic and Foreien Missionary Society of the P. E. Church.—y), 
“« Spirit of Missions,” for February, besides the Proceedings of 
Committees, and Correspondence, contains some intere sting and use 
editorial notices on the state of some of the Missions of this Society, », ” 
of its monthly paper, and of effurts for the increase of its funds.” 7), 
a Spirit of Missions” has much too small a circulation, and we agai 
invite our friends to subscribe for, read, and distribute it. For taking ’ 
20 copies, a deduction of 20 per cent. is allowed. We do not extrac, 
from this paper, because we think it is, or ought to be, in the hands of 
our readers generally. To it we refer those who wish to know 
how their Missionary benevolence is operating. The pages, head. 
ed “Miscellaneous,” contain valuable notices of the doings of foreign 
Missionary associations. The receipts reported for this month, amount 
to, for Domestic Missions, $3689, of which from South Carolina $1132, 
and for Foreign, $2290, of which from South-Carolina $310. 

P. E. Society for the advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania ~ 
It appears. from the Report, that there are twenty-two Missionaries em- 
ployed, two having withdrawn from the service of the Society, and six 
been added to its list. Two Churches have ceased to be missionary 
stations, being now capable of sustaining themselves without aid from 

the Society. Seventeen of the missionaries officiate in forty one organ- 
ised congregations, and preach occasionally in more than twenty other 
aces. There is one Church ready for consecration, three nearly com. 
pleted, and several new parish 10s have been formed during the year.— 
There are five beneficiaries receiving aid in the prosecution of their stu- 
dies for the ministry. The Female Episcopal Tract Society, the Ladies 
Prayer- -book Society, and the Bishop White Prayer -book Socie ty, re- 
ceive in the Report a merited notice, as most valuable aids to the Insti: 
tution ; and the claims of the Tract Society, particularly, are warmly 
urged upon the liberality and patronage of Churchmen, as cramped in 
its energies for good by a miserably defectiveincome. In the i impor- 
tant item of funds, it was stated that the receipts into the treasury for 
the year had been about $3,217; and the ees $2,881; and 
that the available balance in the treasury was about $500. 

“ The annals of the Society for the last twenty-six years, constitute 
the most interesting chapter in the History of the Diocese in which we 
live. During that period, few parishes have sprung up beyond the city, 
which have not been planted and watered by its fostering care. The 
persons whom it has employed as missionaries, amount in number to 
about ninety. It has been instrumental iu organising and sustaining 
more than seventy congregations, and procuring the erection of be- 
tween forty and fity Churches, and eighteen individuals have been as- 

sisted in their pr tory and theological studies. Bibles, prayer 
books, and tracts onal distributed to a large amount, and all thus 
has been effected with an average annual income of $1,575!” 
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Episcopal Female Tract Society of Philadelphia.—n the last Report, 
January, 1538, it is said “the demand for Eviscopal l'vacts is unprece- 
dented, at this critical time, when so many of other denominatious are 
anxious to juvestigate the doctrines of our Church. They are anxious 
o stereotype ‘Tracts upon Baptism, Confirmation, andthe Lord’s Sup- 
er, for which there are constant applications. Ar€@ there not three 


individuals, who will each present $25, to stereotype these important 


t 


tracts. 


— = 


Kenyon lege.—We are happy to find from a pamphlet kindly sent 
as, that this important institution ts doing well. It has 15 Professors 
and Instructors, and 12 Theological, 56 Collegiate, and 94 preparatory, 
ip all 162 Students ; and in the Libraries, 7809 vol’s. The studies pur- 
sued, and secular books used inthe Academical department, are such as 
ere found in our best sehools and colleges. The Bible, and Works on 
Natural Theology, and the Evidences of Christianity, are among them, 
but we donot seein the list any work on the doctrines and duties of 
Chr stianity. In an Eyiscopal College, some book ihhustrating the priu- 
ciples of the Gospel as held by our Chureh, such as Nelson on the 
Fusts and Festivals, might, we ask leave to say, be usefully introduced, 

(rdination.— There was one lately by a Bishop of the P. E. Church, 
at wicht. The Rubrie’s which are printed at the head of both the offices 
fur ordaining Deacons and Priests forbid this; and immemorial usage as 
well as Rubrics, direct the administration of the Lord’s Supper, (which 
is au accompaniment of an ordination, to be linked with the Morning 
service. — 

Sunday School perverted —A \ate writer in a periodical, commends 
Christians who were willing to deny themselves the privileges of atten- 
ding the Sanctuary, for the purpose of devoting their time to teaching 
ina Sunday School. Iu our opiuion, the Sunday School ought neverte 
be held during Church hours, or otherwise than betore or after the reg- 
ular divine service. The best school, beyond all comparison, is the 
Church itself{—teaching by its prayers, ceremonies, reading of the werd 
of God, catechisings, and sermons. 

Kneelings.—‘* We shall have (said the Rev. Dr, Hood, in a late speech 
in England,) 1200 more kneelings. I use the word im preference to 
sittings, that persons may remember that they come to Charch, not to 
sitand hear a Sermon, but to kneel before their God, in prayer, of these 
fresh kneelings, 700 will be for the poor, for to them we are command- 
ed in the first place, to preach the gospel.” 

News, News.—It appears a cotemporary periodical, it is not material 
to name it, has made the marvellous discovery (not to say invention) 
that in South-Carolina, “the Episcopal Church (of that age f viz. about 
00 years ago) was burdened with a dissolute ministry,” /// 

_ Progress of Christianity —I\n the first century, the number of Chris- 
tians is reported to have been 500,000—since which some items of the 












































—t + ee 
- © Ae 


-_ 


ae. ® 











32 Acknowledgment—Calendar. 
- 


increase are as follows, viz. in the 17th century, 185 millions, 18:} cep. 
tury, 250 millions, and 19th century, 260 millions. 

The Bible with the marginal trauslations—The Bible (se printed) it 
should never hayesbeen otherwise, is the edition exclusively circ 
by the “Friends Bible Society i’A merica,” said to be the oldest 
of this sort in our country. 


| 
ated 
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Dnconsiderate praise.—A \ate writer in an Episcopal Beriodical, com. 
mends a recent iu sublication, by saying that itis “next to be bible. and 
a goudcommentary.’ We had hope vd such a eulogy would have beep 
reserved for our P rayer Book. But the writer may have re ferred to the 
Prayer Book as “a goud commentary,” which it certainly is, 

An excellent fund.—A rail-road company at the North have appropri. 
ated the money received for fines and penalties, to form a fund for the 
benefit of such persons as may be disabled or injured in their service, 

Profane Swearing. —The eminent architect, Sir Christopher Wren, 

caused the following notice to be affixed to several parts of St. Paul's 
Cathedral, W hile he was engage dj in building it. ‘* Whe reas, among 
laborers and others, that ungodly custom of swearing is so frequently 
heard to the dishonor of God, and contempt of authority; and to the 
end that such impiety may be utterly banished from these works, which 
are intended for the service of God, and the honor of relrzion, it is or- 
dered that profane swearing shall be a sufficient crime to dismiss any 
laborer that comes to the call ; ; and the clerk of the work, upon a su fh. 
cient proof, shall dixmiss them accordingly ; and that if any masters, 
working by task, shall not, upon admonition, reform: the profanation 
among his appre ntices, servanis and laborers, it shall be construed bis 
fault, and he shall be liable to be censured by the Commissioners.” 


a ae 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 
General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—The subscriber in behalf of the 
above institution acknowledges the receipt of the following sums: 


Collection in St. Peter’s Church, Charleston, - - - $126 50 
Do. St. Michael’s Church, do - - : - 13533 
Do. St. Panl’s Church, do. -* - - - 31 17 
Do. at the Anniv ersary of the Diveesag Sunday School 

Society in St. Peter’s Church, - * - - - 21 25 

From Rey. P. J. Shand, Columbia, - - - : . 10 00 

Collection in St. Paul’s Church, Augusta, Geo. - - - 43 10 

$267 37 


WILLIAM STAUNTON, 
Special Agent of Gen. P. E. 8. S. Union. 
Charieston, Feb. 19, 1838. 
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH. 





4. First Sunday in Lent, 11. Second Sunday in Lent, 

7. ; 18. Third Sunday in Lent, 

9. > Ember Days. | 25. Fourth Sunday in Lent, and Annuw 
10 ciation of Virgin Mary. 

















